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 High School Entrance Exam Reading Lessons

Recommended Reading List
Prose: 

Title Author

*�e Wonderful Wizard of Oz L. Frank Baum

Fahrenheit 451 Ray Bradbury

�e House on Mango Street Sandra Cisneros

Walk Two Moons Sharon Creech

*�e Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald

�e Graveyard Book Neil Gaiman

*Lord of the Flies William Golding

*�e Scarlet Letter Nathanial Hawthorne

�e Old Man and the Sea Ernest Hemingway

Out of the Dust Karen Hesse

�e Outsiders S.E. Hinton

Rip Van Winkle and �e Legend of Sleepy Hollow Washington Irving

�e Phantom Tollbooth Norton Juster

Flowers for Algernon Daniel Keyes

*A Separate Peace John Knowles

A Wrinkle in Time Madeleine L’Engle

*To Kill a Mockingbird Harper Lee

�e Call of the Wild Jack London

�e Giver and Number the Stars Lois Lowry

Life of Pi Yann Martel

Island of the Blue Dolphins Scott O’Dell

*Animal Farm and 1984 George Orwell

Wonder R.J. Palacio

�e Chosen Chaim Potok

�e Westing Game Ellen Raskin

�e Yearling Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings

Where the Red Fern Grows Wilson Rawls

All Quiet on the Western Front Erich Maria Remarque

Holes Louis Sachar

Wringer and Stargirl Jerry Spinelli

Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck

Treasure Island Robert Louis Stevenson

Roll of �under, Hear My Cry Mildred D Taylor

�e Adventures of Tom Sawyer Mark Twain

*excellent example of symbolism 

Recommended Reading List
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Building Skills: Vocabulary Skills Building Skills: Reading Lessons

Non�ction: 

Title Author

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglas Frederick Douglass

�e Diary of a Young Girl Anne Frank

Freedom Walkers: �e Montgomery Bus Boycott Russell Freedom

October Sky Homer Hickam Jr. 

Story of My Life Helen Keller

Night to Remember Walter Lord

Sojourner Truth: Ain’t I a Woman? Pat McKissack

An American Plague and �e Great Fire Jim Murphy

Harriet Tubman: Conductor of the Underground Railroad Ann Petry

�e Omnivore’s Dilemma Michael Pollan

Night Elie Wiesel

I am Malala Malala Yousafzai

Poetry:

Title Poet

“Still I Rise” Maya Angelou

“We Real Cool” Gwendolyn Brooks

“A Red, Red Rose” Robert Burns

“Jabberwocky” Lewis Carroll

“I carry your heart with me” E.E. Cummings

“Hope is the things with feathers” and “I’m Nobody! 
Who are you?” 

Emily Dickinson

“Fire and Ice,” “�e Road Not Taken,” and “Nothing 
Gold Can Stay”

Robert Frost

“Harlem” Langston Hughes

“�e New Colossus” Emma Lazarus

“Paul Revere’s Ride” Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

“How to Eat a Poem” Eve Merriam

“Ode to a Large Tuna in the Market” Pablo Neruda

“A Dream Within a Dream” Edgar Allan Poe

“Chicago” Carl Sandburg

“Sonnet 18: Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?” William Shakespeare

“�e Rose that Grew from the Concrete” Tupac Shakur

“Where the Sidewalk Ends” Shel Silverstein

“Do Not Go Gentle into that Good Night” Dylan �omas

“O Captain! My Captain!” Walt Whitman

“�is is Just to Say” William Carlos Williams

“�e Lake Isle of Innisfree” William Butler Yeats


